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Monthly Meeting - 2nd Monday - 7:00 p.m. (Come early if you want to eat)  

Cotton Eyed Joeôs Barbecue - 715 Morentz, Claremore, Oklahoma  

Greetings From The Directorôs Corner 

March 2010 Newsletter  

LOVE WAS IN THE AIR!  

Valentine's at Spaghetti Warehouse was delicious and enjoyed by all that attended ( 36 ) and they all left full of their fa-
vorite Italian foods.   The Ryan's took home the traveling heart underwear item and the box of chocolates and a chance 
for the ACD position in 2011.  Tommy hid the lucky ticket under a chair and Dovie sat in it ( unknowingly) so he added 
the extended chance offer and she was actually speechless. 

Ch. P was well represented in Shawnee for the State Park Banquet and actually did well on the drawing with members 
winning several door prizes and the 50/50.  2010 theme is County Seats and the packages are available at Shawnee 
Honda for $10.   

The Maintenance DVD's were very informative and those watching left with a renewed respect for those working on the 
Goldwings.  Dale always does such a good job in explaining and question answering. Thank you Dale for sharing your 
knowledge! 

Dovie, Fern, Mayumi, Margaret and Cyndi worked on the scrapbook and have the events current thru Valentine's.   The 
Smith's turned in their competed family page using the Christmas theme so the challenge is on for the rest of us.  If you 
don't scrapbook , collect your family photos (children, grandchildren, pets, etc) and turn in the labeled items and the 
scrapbookers will compile for you. Theme this year is FAMILY.  

Bill and Pam have several tentative rides scheduled (see calendar) and have set 50 degrees as the gauge temperature. 
Departure times vary depending on activity but rumor has it there are some special rides being investigated so now is 
The time to dust off your bikes and trikes. 

March is packed with activities both recreational and educational so view the calendar entries and come join us! 

Jim and Cyndi 
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Level III: Safety by Preparedness  

Level III of the REP is also referred to as Certified Tour Rider/Co -Rider .  It represents the commitment of the Rider 
and/or Co-Rider to be prepared in the event of an accident to give aid and possibly save lives.  This is done by being 
knowledgeable in First Aid or CPR and carrying a first aid kit on their motorcycle at all times.  

 

 
It would be wonderful if we could achieve the coveted goal of zero accidents, however, we know realistically, accidents 
will happen.  Because of this, it is important to be fully prepared to lend aid to unfortunate accident victims.  It is impor-
tant to always be prepared to save a life. Level III of the Rider Education Program was developed to deal with such cir-
cumstances by recognizing and encouraging proper First Aid or CPR training.  CPR (Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation), 
has been used to save many lives.  Being trained to render CPR or First Aid is a tremendous asset to those the REP 
participant will come in contact with daily. 
 
Requirement: Current in Level ll and have taken either First Aid or CPR training 
No cost to sign up. Patches available at $4.00 per participant 
Receive: "Certified Tour Rider" or "Certified Co-Rider" patch  
 

ITôS ALL IN YOUR HEAD 

 

Do you dread having to do a U-turn in a confined space, find yourself ñduck-walkingò your óWing around? Do you find 
yourself making lots of small corrections as you go through curves instead of making nice, smooth arcs? Good news! Itôs 
all in your head. No, I donôt mean like that; I mean that most of your control problems are all in your head or, more spe-
cifically, how you position your head. The single biggest error that most riders make is their failure to LOOK WHERE 
THEY WANT TO GO. I know that, for most of us, itôs been drilled into our heads since we started walking, ñLook where 
youôre going!ò Usually, that works pretty well but motorcycle handling is a bit different. Motorcycles tend to go where you 
are looking and the failure of riders to smoothly negotiate curves or successfully make U-turns is their failure to turn their 
heads and focus on their desired destination in the roadway. Most riders, when making a U-turn, will focus on the road-
side or ditch rather than the area much further behind them like the centerline of the roadway. Iôll say it again, motorcy-
cles tend to go where you are looking. If youôre focused on the ditch, guess what? Thatôs where youôll go.  

A GoldWing Top Gun rider I know suggests that the rider should, ñLook past their antennas or tail lights.ò Another one 
told me, ñDonôt look where youôre GOING; look where you WANT to go. òSimilarly, if the rider doesnôt look as far through 
the curve as possible, they end up doing what Lee Parks, in his excellent book TOTAL CONTROL, calls ñ50 
pencingò (the British 50 Pence coin is faceted around its edge), basically converting the curve into a series of short, 
straight lines. Again, the cure is to TURN YOUR HEAD. Focus your attention as far through the curve as possible 
(keeping moving your focus as you progress through the curve), maintain a steady or increasing throttle and trust your 
tires (you do have good tires, donôt you?). The majority of riders who crash in a curve (roughly 50%) follow the same 
process: (1) They fail to slow to an appropriate entry speed (thatôs a speed that will allow you to accelerate all the way 
through the curve), (2) They stop looking where they want to go (if they ever were), (3) They start looking where they 
want to land. One more time; motorcycles go where you look. If you think youôre too fast as you enter a curve: (1) Keep 
looking at (or for) the exit of the curve, (2) Press the handlebar to lean the bike some more, (3) Hold your throttle steady 
and stay off your brakes, (4) Trust your tires. If you go back and consider the things Iôve just talked about, youôll see that 
the solutions to these very common problems are ñall in your head.ò Some of the solution is how you position your head; 
some is how well you use the contents of your head. Safe riding is much more your eyes and brain rather than hands 
and feet. 

Motorcycling requires considerably more concentration than does automobile driving because motorcycles are less sta-
ble and more vulnerable than cars. A pothole that is uncomfortable in a car can cause a motorcyclist to crash. A stone 
kicked up by a passing car that bounces off a carôs windshield can knock a rider completely off their bike. Consequently, 
a motorcyclist has to be much more aware and focused. 

Being a safe, smooth motorcyclist? Itôs all in your head. 

JIM CULP, SC-A, CHAPTER EDUCATOR, MSF Rider Coach 

Chapter P Rider Education  
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2010 Chapter P Member Profile  -  Dick and Anna May Brown  

We came back to college our sophomore year married and lived in some barrack type housing that had been built for soldiers attend-
ing college during WW2.  $40 a month and that included all utilities except the phone. 

We ran out of money and ambition after the sophomore year and moved 15 miles to the nearest city that had jobs, which 
was Cedar Rapids, Iowa  Dick started working for IBM and we moved temporarily to Rochester, MN while Dick attended 
schooling for IBM.  We moved back to Cedar Rapids after the IBM schooling but only for a couple months because he 
was called back into the Army on account of the Berlin crisis when the Berlin Wall was built.  Dick was sent to Tacoma, 
WA and Anna May returned home to her parents in Chicago.  After a couple of months Anna May packed up and drove 
to Tacoma and we lived there for about a year until Dick was discharged.  At that time our life stabilized and Dick re-
turned to IBM in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.  In 1963 we had a son, Clark (Anna May's maiden name) and in 1967 we had a 
daughter Kimberley.  In 1972 Dick changed jobs and started working for a company started by some ex IBM people 
based in Raleigh, NC.  We stayed in Cedar Rapids until 1978 when the company moved us to Country Club Hills, IL, a 
southern suburb of Chicago.  We stayed in the Chicago area until 1987 when the same company (now Telex) moved us 
to Tulsa (actually Owasso).  At that time our children were pretty much grown up and they chose to stay in Chicago. 

Our son and daughter-in-law live in Munster, IN and have 2 girls -- Katie is 22 and a junior at Purdue University plus she 
works full time waitressing at a family restaurant.  Kendra is 14 and in middle school.  Our daughter and son-in law live 
in Lombard, IL and  have one son -- Beck is 14 and will be starting high school in August.  The only problem is that they 
all live 650 miles away so we don't get to see them as often as we would like. 

We live on a privately owned lake (Ator Lake) and take care of the many ducks, geese and fish that call this home year 
around..We have counted up to 164 at one time.  We also have 3 indoor cats -- one being an Ebony-Ticked Oriental 
Shorthair, which are extremely rare in this area.  All 3 cats have been adopted as strays in the neighborhood.   

While living in Owasso, we have had 2 mutual hobbies.  Anna May got us into the first hobby which was Hot Air Balloon-
ing.  We didn't own a balloon but we were ground crew for several balloon pilots   When you crewed for 3 or 4 flights you 
would get a free flight and that was wonderful.  We eventually lost track of how many times we have flown.  Several 
years we were asked to go to the big Hot Air Balloon Fiesta in Albuquerque, NM and crew for the competition flights.  
That consists of early morning and late afternoon flights for 10 days.  Exhausting.  The fiesta is billed as the most photo-
graphed event in the world.   

Dick got us into our second hobby which is, of course, the Goldwing.  A couple of years we were able to combine the 
hobbies and rode our Goldwing to Albuquerque to do the Hot Air Ballooning.  One year we pulled our camper and 
camped in an Albuquerque campground.   

Anna May is much more adventuresome than her quiet demeanor would have you believe.  She never learned how to 
swim but jumped off of a 10 foot high dock to save me when I was clowning around on our honeymoon and acted like I 
fell off the dock.  As indicated above, we got married very quickly and she didn't know that I had my life saving certifi-
cate.  I just didn't have much common sense.  Anna May can't swim however she went white water rafting with me on 
Wolf River in Wisconsin.  At the end of the run there is a 20 foot drop off, straight down.  There is a 50-50 chance that 
the 2 person raft will come up up-side-down.  We lost and her life vest saved the day.  Did I say that Anna May can't 
swim?  Well, she has been snorkeling in 200 feet of water off the coast of Maui in Hawaii.  The water is so clear that it 
looks like you could reach down and touch the manta rays swimming at the bottom.  As mentioned she has flown count-
less times in a Hot Air Balloon and piloted one for a short time and ridden 102 miles per hour in a motorcycle side car 
(she didn't know it at the time). 

Well, now you know the Brown's a little better. 

The Brown's are charter members of GWRRA Chapter P.  We are Life  Members, have 
owned 4 Gold Wings, and have been in GWRRA for 23 years. 

Dick was born and raised in Des Moines, Iowa and Anna May was born and raised in 
Chicago, IL.  After high school Dick joined the Army for a couple years then started col-
lege at Cornell College in Mt. Vernon, Iowa.  Anna May graduated high school when 
she was 17 and also started college at Cornell.  Our first date was in March and our 
second date was in April.   

We became engaged in May and were married on August 27th - all in the same year 
(1960 - yes, this year will be our 50th ).  It was 3 years later, after the birth of our first 
child, that her parents shared the knowledge that they had been watching the calendar, 
thinking that since we got married so fast, that she might be pregnant.  We all had a 
good laugh.   
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The 2010 scrapbook is going to contain a membership personal section featuring memberôs family photos.  
Please submit about 5 photos representing your family.  Grandparents can brag .  Parents can show off their 
pride.  Share some adventure memories.  Describe on back of photo and the scrapbookers will organize.  

Theme for 2010 is family.       Margaret Berry will accept photos at any meeting.  

CPR/FIRST AID IS BEING OFFERED MARCH 20TH  

LOCATION IS THE CLAREMORE COMMUNITY CENTER AT 2301 N SIOUX  CLAREMORE  

(SIOUX IS EAST OF CRH AND THE CENTER IS NORTH OF BLUE STARR NEAR BASEBALL FIELDS)  

 CPR STARTS AT 9 A.M.  FIRST AID 12:30 P.M.        CHAPTER P PAYS FOR THEIR MEMBER'S $10 FEE.  

CLASS SIZE IS LIMITED SO CALL 275-4587 OR EMAIL JAMES'. 

WE CURRENTLY HAVE CPR (9) AND FIRST AID (22) 

 

LUNCH IS SHARALEE'S LASAGNA.  BRING POTLUCK DISH/DESSERT AND A DRINK. 

Donõt Forget Your Family Photos for the Scrapbook 

DEEP BREATHING BY SHARALEE  

Back in October, Ken Diedrich needed a ride to Arkansas to pick up the new Wing he and Gretchen had bought to re-
place their 06 that was written-off in a horrific accident a couple of months before.  Being the friend I am, I offered trans-
portation for Ken.  (Gretchen was out of town at the time).  So, early one morning I picked Ken up on my bike, along with 
Ralph Simoni on his BMW, and we headed east.  It was very cool, so we were dressed for the road trip to Arkan-
sas.  We made a stop at the state line, where this first picture was taken.  Then at the dealership where Ken was about 
to head back home on the new Goldwing, the second shot was snapped.  We took the long way home.  You can ask 
Ken how he liked being the co-rider. 
 
Bill Denny         Photos courtesy of Ralph Simoni 

Whoõs That? - Co-Rider?  

Ken with Gretchenõs New Wing 


